January 14, 2021

Senator Gary Peters

Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs
340 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Senator Rob Portman

Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs
340 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Peters and Senator Portman,

We are agroup of eighty-five former senior officials of the United States Department of Justice
who have served in administrations of both political parties. We all personally know and/or have
worked with Algjandro Mayorkas, President-elect Joe Biden’s nominee to serve as Secretary of
Homeland Security, during his many years of public service — as afederal prosecutor, as United
States Attorney in Los Angeles and as aleader in the Department of Homeland Security during
the Obama Administration. We have had ample opportunity to assess Ali’s character as he has
handled the myriad challenges of government service, and have seen in Ali the unimpeachable
integrity, the sound judgment and the commitment to public service that make him an ideal
choiceto servein this critical position. For that reason, we wholeheartedly and unequivocally
support Ali’s nomination, and we urge your Committee and the United States Senate to quickly
confirm him as Secretary of Homeland Security so that DHS can have confirmed leadership in
place on thefirst day of the new administration.

Ali has awealth of experience that uniquely equips him to serve effectively asthe DHS
Secretary. First he draws on his experience in the Justice Department, and specifically on his
role and duty as a federal prosecutor to defend the Constitution and protect individual libertiesin
the federal criminal justice system. Over the course of twelve years, Ali earned a reputation as
one of the finest prosecutorsin the federal system, not only for his prosecutorial talent and his
tireless efforts to reduce crime and enhance public safety, but also for the integrity and character
with which he represented the United States and worked to protect the fairness of the system and
the rights of all parties, including those of the accused. He was widely respected by his
colleaguesin the U.S. Attorney’s Office, by the judges on the federal bench, and by the members
of the defense bar who knew that they could always trust Ali to keep his word and do the right
thing.

That strength of character propelled Ali up the supervisory ranks and earned him a presidential
nomination and Senate confirmation as the youngest U.S. Attorney in the country. AsU.S.

Attorney, Ali quickly became recognized for his leadership and management skills, leading by
the day-to-day example of his strong work ethic and using an inclusive and open management



style that raised morale among his colleagues and inspired them to bring some of the most
important prosecutions in the country.

Ali also draws upon his experience within DHS and his passion for the homeland security
mission. As Director of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services and then Deputy Secretary
of the Department over the course of seven years, Ali became expert in the policy areas within
the Department’ s jurisdiction and proved himself as a strong manager and leader. He took on the
serious morale issues that still lingered from the reorgani zation that established the Department,
and he succeeded in building a stronger sense of identity within the still evolving organization.
He also rolled up his sleeves and made progress in each of the Department’s critical program
areas, from immigration services to counterterrorism to disaster response. He did that by
methodically studying and assessing each of the Department’ s components, identifying their
strengths and weaknesses, and then working hard to equip them with the personnel, leadership,
training and resources they needed to better serve their missions. The result of these efforts was
a Department that was performing at a demonstrably higher level by the time Ali left government
service in 2016.

Besides being atrue leader and professional, Ali has a personality that helps him excel in
challenging times and environments. With his natural kindness and compassion, his grounded
humility, and his openness to the views of others, Ali easily earns friendship and loyalty among
people of all different backgrounds and perspectives. As evidence thereof, the signers of this
letter all have different views on homeland security policy issues and come from different points
on the political spectrum, yet we are solidly united in our affection and respect for Ali and in our
strong belief that he will make an exceptional DHS Secretary.

The Department of Homeland Security of today isin dire need of leadership. The proud men
and women of DHS need a strong leader, one who is committed to fully supporting them and
who has the background and experience to start making a positive impact immediately upon
entering the office. They need the type of leadership that has been the trademark of Ali’s career
in public service — leadership that combines a relentless focus on mission with an inclusive
approach to management, a sensitivity to the needs of those affected by DHS operations, and a
willingness to listen to others and work with stakeholders across government and the political
spectrum. That isthe leadership that will help DHS achieveits full potential.

We can think of nobody who is better equipped and prepared than Ali to provide the leadership

that is needed at this critical juncture of the Department’s history. We therefore urge the
Committee and the Senate to promptly confirm him as the next Secretary of Homeland Security.

Sincerely,



Brian A. Benczkowski
Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division (2018-20)

Alan Bersin
United States Attorney
Southern District of California (1993-98)

Robert C. Bonner

United States Attorney

Central District of California (1984-89)
DEA Administrator (1990-93)

Lanny A. Breuer
Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division (2009-13)

Kenyen Brown
United States Attorney
Southern District of Alabama (2009-17)

John L. Brownlee
United States Attorney
Western District of Virginia (2001-08)

Donna A. Bucella
United States Attorney
Middle District of Florida (1999-2001)

Leslie Caldwell
Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division (2014-17)

Robert L. Capers
United States Attorney
Eastern District of New Y ork (2015-17)

John P. Carlin
Assistant Attorney General
for National Security (2014-16)

Donald J. Cazayoux, Jr.
United States Attorney
Middle District of Louisiana (2010-13)

Sanford C. Coats
United States Attorney
Western District of Oklahoma (2009-16)

Tristram J. Coffin
United States Attorney
District of Vermont (2009-15)

Paul E. Coggins
United States Attorney
Northern District of Texas (1993-2001)

James M. Cole
Deputy Attorney General (2010-15)

Michael W. Cotter
United States Attorney
District of Montana (2009-17)

Gregory K. Davis
United States Attorney
Southern District of Mississippi (2012-17)

Steven M. Dettelbach
United States Attorney
Northern District of Ohio (2009-16)

Tammy Dickinson
United States Attorney
Western District of Missouri (2013-17)

Edward L. Dowd, Jr.
United States Attorney
Eastern District of Missouri (1993-99)

Jenny Durkan
United States Attorney
Western District of Washington (2009-14)

Conner Eldridge
United States Attorney
Western District of Arkansas (2010-15)



David Fein
United States Attorney
District of Connecticut (2010-13)

Wilfredo A. Ferrer
United States Attorney
Southern District of Florida (2010-17)

Paul J. Fishman
United States Attorney
District of New Jersey (2009-17)

Deborah Gilg
United States Attorney
District of Nebraska (2009-17)

Wendy H. Goggin
United States Attorney
Middle District of Tennessee (2000-01)

Booth Goodwin
United States Attorney
Southern District of West Virginia (2010-15)

Jamie S. Gorelick
Deputy Attorney Genera (1994-97)

Walt Green
United States Attorney
Middle District of Louisiana (2014-17)

Barry Grissom
United States Attorney
District of Kansas (2010-16)

Melinda Haag
United States Attorney
Northern District of California (2010-15)

Richard S. Hartunian
United States Attorney
Northern District of New Y ork (2010-17)

Timothy J. Heaphy
United States Attorney
Western District of Virginia (2009-15)

Karen P. Hewitt
United States Attorney
Southern District of California (2007-10)

Eric H. Holder, Jr.

United States Attorney

District of Columbia (1993-97)
Deputy Attorney General (1997-2001)
Attorney General (2009-15)

Walter C. Holton, Jr.
United States Attorney
Middle District of North Carolina (1994-2001)

John Horn
United States Attorney
Northern District of Georgia (2015-17)

Brendan V. Johnson
United States Attorney
District of South Dakota (2009-15)

B. Todd Jones

United States Attorney

District of Minnesota (1998-2001, 2009-13)
ATF Director (2013-15)

Doug Jones
United States Attorney
Northern District of Alabama (1997-2001)

David Kris
Assistant Attorney General
for National Security (2009-11)

Kathryn E. Landreth
United States Attorney
District of Nevada (1993-2001)

JmLewis
United States Attorney
Central District of Illinois (2010-16)

Karen Loeffler
United States Attorney
District of Alaska (2009-17)



LorettaE. Lynch

United States Attorney

Eastern District of New Y ork (1999-2001,
2010-15)

Attorney Genera (2015-17)

Neil H. MacBride
United States Attorney
Eastern District of Virginia (2009-13)

Ronald C. Machen, Jr.
United States Attorney
District of Columbia (2010-15)

K enneth Magidson
United States Attorney
Southern District of Texas (2011-17)

Jay P. McCloskey
United States Attorney
District of Maine (1993-2001)

Barbara L. McQuade
United States Attorney
Eastern District of Michigan (2010-17)

Zane David Memeger
United States Attorney
Eastern District of Pennsylvania (2010-16)

Thomas J. Monaghan
United States Attorney
District of Nebraska (1993-2001)

Florence Nakakuni
United States Attorney
District of Hawaii (2009-17)

Peter F. Neronha
United States Attorney
District of Rhode Island (2009-17)

Bill Nettles
United States Attorney
District of South Carolina (2010-16)

Charles Oberly
United States Attorney
Disgtrict of Delaware (2010-17)

Thomas P. O’'Brien
United States Attorney
Central District of California (2007-09)

David W. Ogden

Assistant Attorney General

Civil Division (1999-2001)

Deputy Attorney General (2009-10)

Kristine Olson
United States Attorney
District of Oregon (1994-2001)

Wendy J. Olson
United States Attorney
District of 1daho (2010-17)

Carmen M. Ortiz
United States Attorney
District of Massachusetts (2009-17)

Channing D. Phillips
United States Attorney
District of Columbia (2015-17)

Timothy Q. Purdon
United States Attorney
District of North Dakota (2010-15)

Carole S. Rendon
United States Attorney
Northern District of Ohio (2016-17)

Jose de Jesus Rivera
United States Attorney
District of Arizona (1998-2001)



Chuck Rosenberg

United States Attorney

Southern District of Texas (2005-06)
United States Attorney

Eastern District of Virginia (2006-08)
DEA Administrator (2015-17)

Richard A. Rossman
United States Attorney
Eastern District of Michigan (1980-81)

Sarah Saldana
United States Attorney
Northern District of Texas (2011-14)

Howard M. Shapiro
FBI General Counsel (1993-97)

Donald K. Stern
United States Attorney
District of Massachusetts (1993-2001)

Charles J. Stevens
United States Attorney
Eastern District of California (1993-97)

Edward J. Tarver
United States Attorney
Southern District of Georgia (2009-17)

Jeffrey A. Taylor
United States Attorney
District of Columbia (2006-09)

Anne Tompkins
United States Attorney

Western District of North Carolina (2010-15)

Joyce White Vance

United States Attorney

Northern District of Alabama (2009-17)
John Vaudreuil

United States Attorney

Western District of Wisconsin (2010-17)

Gregory A. Vega
United States Attorney
Southern District of California (1999-2001)

Benjamin B. Wagner
United States Attorney
Eastern District of California (2010-16)

Kenneth L. Wainstein

United States Attorney

District of Columbia (2004-06)
Assistant Attorney General

for National Security (2006-08)

Thomas G. Walker
United States Attorney
Eastern District of North Carolina (2011-16)

John F. Walsh
United States Attorney
District of Colorado (2010-16)

Joe D. Whitley

United States Attorney

Middle District of Georgia (1981-87)
United States Attorney

Northern District of Georgia (1990-93)

DebraWong Yang
United States Attorney
Central District of California (2002-06)

Saly Yates

United States Attorney

Northern District of Georgia (2010-15)
Deputy Attorney General (2015-17)



CC:

Senator Thomas Carper

Senator Josh Hawley

Senator Ron Johnson

Senator James Lankford
Senator Rand Paul

Senator Mitt Romney

Senator Jacky Rosen

Senator Rick Scott

Senator Kyrsten Sinema
Senator Margaret Wood Hassan



